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I. Introduction

Regional trade in agri-food products plays an important role in regional integration and the fight
against food insecurity in the Sahel and West Africa. It is considered to be the first regional line of
defence in the event of pronounced food crises. These exchanges cover a wide range of agro-
pastoral and fishery products some of which (livestock, maize, millet, sorghum, parboiled rice,
cowpea, colanut and tomatoes) are monitored by CILSS.

Data on volumes and values are collected with the logistical support of professional organisations in
a number of countries of the Community. Collection activities are supported by grant agreements
between CILSS and these organisations. The collection takes place at exit points (borders) and in
strategic markets in different countries of the region. Data are collected daily in each country and
sent to CILSS each month.

Since September 2016 and on the basis of the ProFAB-funded reference studies, some agricultural
and fishery products have been identified as being significantly traded cross-borderly on new
corridors (Bamako-Abidjan, Dakar-Nouacktchott, Abidjan-Lomé-Cotonou-Lagos). This report takes
stock of the situation of the flows of all the products traded, with a particular focus on the major
products.
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II.  Importance of trade during the month of February 2017

As in January, the month of February 2017 is characterized by the integration of trade flow data from
the new collection points on the Abidjan—Lagos Corridor (ALCO).

The aggregate traded volume of agricultural products amounted to 34,120 metric tonnes or a 21%
increase compared to January 2017. This volume is divided between 36 agricultural and fishery
products. The most important products are those that are usually monitored, including cereals
(maize, sorghum, millet and rice) and cowpea which account for 80% of the volume. Maize alone
accounts for 54% of the total volume traded, i.e., 18, 607 T(See Figure 1). It is followed by colanut,
cowpea and sorghum which account for 9.46%, 9.3% and 8.09% of the volume respectively. Then
followed, in descending order, by millet (5.81%), tomatoes (2.59%) and rice (2.39%).

Volume of trade, per product
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Figurd : Value, it$, ofthemajor agricultural commoditiesitiagiéde month of January

The total value of trade, estimated at US$ 13 milion is distributed between 78% of the commodities
tradionally monitored, namely maize (38%), sorghum and cowpea 11% respectively, millet 11% and
rice 5% and 22% of new products including colanut 14%, tomatoes 2% and other products 7% of the
aggregate value. For the major commodities monitored, they are up by 24% as indicated in the
details below.

The number of livestock traded is 153, 969 heads and is dominated by sheep (74%), followed by

cattle 20%; and goats (7%). This number is up by 25% from the previous month, but declined
sharply in value by 14%. (See Table I).

TABLE I: CHANGES IN NUMBERSAND VALUE OF LIVESTOCK

Janl7 Feb. 2017 Variance% Jan
2017
Volume 115822 153 969 25
Value ($) 28 680340 25 097 -14
885
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I11. Cross-border trade flow trends

[11.17 Volume and value of cross -border flows of agricultural products
[11.1.1: Volume and value of cross -border trade flows of M aize

In February, the volume of trade flows of maize remained stable compared to the previous month
thanks to the Ivorian flow, but the value of transactions fell by 18% owing to a generalized reduction
in prices, except in Togo.

In some countries, the volume of maize traded decreased significantly, particularly in Nigeria (17%)
and Ghana (14.6%). There was no flow in Benin, whereas in Burkina Faso and Togo, volumes
increased significantly. The volume of trade remained stable (+4,9%) in Céte d’lvoire, the largest
supplier of traded maize (64%).

It should be noted that, except in Togo, the pricee of maize fell in all other exporting countries. On
average, the price fell by 22% from its January 2017 level of $ 222/tonne. The largest price decline
was observed in Nigeria with - 59%. In Burkina Faso, Céte d’lvoire and Ghana which account for
more than 92% of the volume traded, the prices fell respectively by 17%, 14% and 12%. This trend
contributed significantly to a 18.62% decline in the value of the flows in February 2017 (See Table

Il).
TABLE Il: CHANGES IN MAIZE TRADE FLOWS

Volume Volume Variance  ValueJan ValueFeb.17 Variance

Jan 2017  February (%) 17 (%)

(Tonnes 2017
Benin 520 0.2 - 102 162 1309 -
Burkina Faso 3461 41478 166 837 519 861 4895 2.78
Cote d'lvoire 11 391 11 9761 49 1910287 1756214 -8.77
Ghana 1418 12375 - 146 289 644 225 8983 -28.22
Nigeria 1158 9901 - 170 849 702 4578089 -8560
Togo 130 2560 492 23517 81 4598 7113
Total 18 078 18 6076 2.8 4012831 33830017 -1862

Burkina Faso (26%) remains the largest importer of maize. It is followed by Niger (24%) and Senegal (21%) then
by Mali with 15%. In general, trade between coastal countries is weak.
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Exporters Benin Burkina Céte d'lvoire Ghana Nigeria Togo

Faso
Volumes 0.21 4148 11976 1237 990 256,03
Values 131 861489 1756214 225898 457 809 68242
Average 62326 20770 14664 18255 46239 26654
price
Importers Togo(100%) Benin Burkna Faso Burkina Faso  Niger 100% Benin (7%),
(16.4%) (32%), Ghana (6). (80%) Niger Burkina Faso
Niger Guirea (1%), Mali (19.8%), RCI (16%),
(77.8%) 23%), Mauritama  (0.2%) Ghana (77%)
Togo (58%) (4%), E&negal

(33%)

I11.1.2: Volume and value of cross -border trade flows of Millet

Nigeria, where the average price fell from $ 689 per tonne in January 2017 to $ 462 in February
2017. In Burkina Faso, the second provider (34.5%), the volume increased by 10%, thanks to the
stability of price (- 3%), i.e., $ 291 per metric tonne. The volume of millet traded in February is
relatively stable compared to its January 2017 level. Traded volumes show a decrease of (-3,13%).
The result was a fall in the value of of trade, which was exarcerbated by a 49% drop in the price of
millet in Nigeria. Nigeria supplied 65.5% of the volume traded, essentially to Niger which remains the
largest importer with 75% of the volume. The 47% decline in value is related to the decline in value
per metric tonne compared to January 2017 ($ 301/tonne).

TABLE IV: VOLUME AND VAL UE OF MILLET FLOWS

Volume Volume Variance ValueJaruary Vale February Variancg%)
Jan 2017 Feh 2017 (%) 2017 2017
(Tonnes) (Tonnes)
Burkina Fasc 585 657 10.96 176 445 191 513 7.87
Nigeria 1460 1319 - 1069 1 005 834 609 567 - 65.01
Ghana 7 - 3022 -
Total 2 045 1983 - 3.13 1182279 804 101 - 47.03
Importing Benin 15.1%, Ghana 7.4% Nigt.4%, Togo 2%
countries(%
volume)

111.1.3: Volume and value of croos -border trade flows of Sorghum

Like millet, the volume of sorghum transactions declined significantly by 25% in volume and 51% in
value. This decline is the result of the drop in Nigerian (36.6%) and Burkina Faso (19%) exports.
Prices also decreased by -7.2 % in Burkina Faso and -27 % in Nigeria. The price per metric tonne of
sorghum fell from $ 240 in January 2017 to 224% in February 2017 in Burkina Faso and from $ 518
to $ 408 in Nigeria. The regional average price of millet fell from $ 350 per tonne to $ 291 in
February 2017, i.e., down by 20%. Niger is the largest importer with 58% of the total volume. It
absorbed all the exports of Nigeria and part of those of Burkina Faso. It is followed by Ghana
(24%) and, to a lesser extent, by Benin (11%) and Togo (10%) (see Table V).

Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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Volume  Volume Variance ValueJan 17 Value February Variance(%)

Jan 2017 February (%) 2017

(Tonnes) 2017
Burkina 2 106 17568 -19.87 506 548 394254 - 2848
Faso
Nigeria 1369 10019 -36.64 709 641 409049 - 7349
Total 3475 27587 -2596 1216 189 803303 - 5140
Importing Benin 11%, Ghana 21% Niger 5&¥td Togo 10%
countries

I11.1.4: Volume and value of cross -border trade flows of Rice

The volume and value of traded parboiled rice decreased from 6.73% and 9.78% respectively from
their January 2017 level. In Benin, there was an increase in exports, but a 9% drop in price. The
decline in volume recorded in Burkina Faso is largely due to the launch of a Government purchase
of 9 000 metric tonnes of rice for school canteens, at an attractive price of 345, 000FCFA per Tonne;
i.e., $ 557 per tonne while the average price on the Bama market is $ 456 per tonne. This resulted in
a price increase of 3% compared to its January 2017level.

The 81% of the volume, i.e., 599 metric tonnes supplied by Benin were destined for Nigeria, which
has positioned itself as the first regional importer with 61% of transactions. It is followed by Togo,
which absorbed the equivalent of 20% and by Mali (19%). Imports of Mali come exclusively from
Burkina- Faso.

TABLE VI: CHANGES IN RICE TRADE FLOWS

Volume  Volume Variance ValueJan 17 Value Variance(%)
Jan 2017 February (%) February
(Tonnes) 2017 2017
Benin 599 662 958 366 333 373 051 1.80
Burkina 270 152 - 7787 119 269 69 281 - 7215
Faso
Total 869 814 - 6.73 485 602 442 332 - 9.78
Importing Nigeria 61%; Mali 19%; Togo 20%
countries

(% volume)

I11.1.5: Volume and value of cross -border trade flows of Cowpea

Burkina Faso is the main exporter of Cowpea (99.34% in volume). For the month of February 2017,
it exported 3, 152 T of cowpea corresponding to a 20% increase compared to the previous month
(January 2017). Burkinabé exports are destined for Ghana (72%), Benin (20%) and Togo (8%). The
value of the transactions, estimated at $ 1, 706, 348, is up by 31%, due to the combined effects of
the volume increase and, above all, the average price which rose from $ 467 per tonne in January
2017 to $ 538 per tonne in February 2017.

Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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TABLE VII: CHANGES IN COWPEA TRADE FLOWS

Volume Jan Volume Variance(%) Value Jan 17 Value in Variance(%)
2017 February February2017
(Tonnes) 2017

Burkina Faso 2512 3152 20.30 1173427 1 692 000 3065
Togo 0 21 14 348

2512 3173 2083 1173427 1706 348 3123
Importing Benin 20% Ghana 72,3% Togo 7,36%
countries(%
volume)

111.1.6 : Volume and value of cross -border trade flows of Colanuts and Tomatoes

The volume of colanuts traded during the month of February increased by 36%, or 3. 227 metric
tonnes against 2, 079 tonnes in the previous month. Colanuts come almost exclusively from Céte
d’lvoire (61%) and Ghana (29%) and, to a lesser extent, from Guinea (7%), See Table XX. The first

destination is Nigeria with 95% of the volume traded. (Table 1X).

TABLE VIII: VOLUME AND VAL UE OFCOLANUT FLOWS

Volume Volume Variance Value Value Variance(%)

Jan 2017 February (%) Jaruary 2017 February 17

(Tonnes) 2017
Céte 1000 1973 49 692 298 966 584 28
d'lvoire
Ghana 75 934 92 59 505 618 991 90
Guirea 975 280 - 248 706 385 180 975 - 290
Togo 29 40 27 21415 31726 32
Total 2079 3227 36 1479 603 1798 276 18

The value increased by 18%, or US$ 1.7 million thanks to the substantial increase in volume despite
a 28% decline in the regional average price. The decline in prices was noted in Cote d’'lvoire (41%),

Ghana (20%) and Guinea (12%), while the price of colanuts rose by 7% in Togo.

TABLE IX: BREAKDOWN OF COLANUT FLOWS BETWEEN COUNTRIES

Exporers Cote Ghana Guinea Togo Total
d'lvoire
Volumes 1973 93415 280 3985 3227
Values 966 584 618 991 180 975 31726 1798 276
Average 490 663 646 796 557
price ($)
Importers  Nigeria Nigeria Nigeria Benin Nigeria 95%
90% Togo Togo 3%and
10% Benin 1% Ghani
0.02%
Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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The volume of Tomatoes traded on the ALCO Corridor decreased by 13%. This decline is mainly
due to the drop in the Nigerian exports, which accounted for 99% of the volume traded. On the other
hand, as a result of a price increase in Nigeria (60%), the value increased from $ 182 962 to $
396 420, representing a 54% increase (Table X). Benin remains the largest importer of tomatoes
during this period of the year.

TABLE X: VOLUME AND VALUE OF TOMATO TRADE FLOWS

Volume Volume  Variancel % ValueJdan 17 ValueFebruary Variance(%)
Jan 2017  February (Jan 2017
(Tonnes) 2017 Dec)/Jan%
Céte 4 2 - 143 1380 826 - 67
d'lvoire
Ghana 7 4 - 61 3436 1963 - 75
Nigeria 983 871 - 13 176 810 392 784 55
Togo 1 1 - 4 1336 848 - 57
Total 996 878 - 13 182 962 396 420 54
TABLE XI: BREAKDOWN OF TOMAT@LOWS, PER COUNTRY
Exporers Cote d'lvoire Ghana Nigeria Togo Total
Volumes 2 4 871 1 878
Values 826 1963 392 784 848 396 420
Importers Ghana Cote d'lvoire Benin Benin Benin 99%
Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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Conclusion on agric ultural produce

Notwithstanding the other products, the volumes and values of the major agricultural products
monitored (table below) show that trade in agricultural products increased proportionately by 24% in
volume and value, from 30 054 metric tonnes to 39 347 tonnes respectively. However, this flow
increase hides disparities between the products. Tomatoes, colanuts, and cowpea showed a
significant seasonal increase while maize and cowpea maintained a stable level of flow. On the
other hand, the sorghum trade flow decreased by 26%.

Despite the decline in prices for certain products such as Maize (22%), Millet (43%), Sorghum (20%)
and Colanut (28%), the increase in volumes (see Table) and prices of cowpea and Tomato helped
keep up the total value of products traded on the corridors currently monitored by the Market Acces
PRA.

Volume Volume Variance ValueJan 17 ValueFeb17 Variance

Jan 2017  February (%) (%)

(Tonnes 2017
Maize 18 078 18 608 3 4012 831 3383002 - 19
Cowpea 2512 3173 21 1173 427 1706 348 31
Millet 2 045 1983 - 3 1182 279 804 101 - 47
Sorghum 3475 2759 - 26 1216 189 803 303 - 51
Rice 869 814 - 7 485 602 442 332 - 10
Colanut 2079 3227 36 1479 603 1798 276 18
Tomaibes 996 8 783 89 182 962 3848012 95
Total 30 054 39 347 24 9732893 12 785 375 24

[11.2 7 Number s and value of livestock cross -border trade flows

l11.2.1. 7 Cattle trade flows (vol ume and value)

Cattle trade declined substantially by 86% during the month of February 2017 (Table XIll). The
decline in Nigerian and Ghanaian currencies contributed to the 23% and 13% decline in imports in
both countries respectively. As a result, Cote d’'lvoire and Senegal were the main destinations of
exports, accounting for 27% and 26% of the volume respectively. The biggest declines were in the
major exporting countries of Mali (46%), Burkina Faso (44%) but also Niger (3%) which now
occupies the 4th place after Benin, which is ranked 3rd, with 7% of total livestock traded.

While the price rose by 38% in Mali because its exports are directed to Senegal (43%) and Céte
d’lvoire (41%), in Burkina Faso the numbers of cattle traded dropped by 87% due to its proximity
with Ghana and Nigeria whose currencies have been devalued. The average price reduction in
Burkina is 35% which, in addition to the decline in volume, caused a drop in value of 152%, i.e., US$
4.4 million against 11 million in the previous month. The decline is even more dramatic in Niger with
a 324% reduction in the numbers of cattle compared to the month of January 2017 and 695% in
value for the same period. The average price of cattle fell from $ 456 per unit in January 2017 to $
243 in February 2017. Overall, the decline was 40% in the numbers of cattle and 72% in value of
trade.

Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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NbHeads NbHeads Variance Value Jan 17 Value in Variancg%)
Jan 2017 in February (%) February
2017 2017

Benin 1949 1638 19 631 744 524 758 -20.387677
Burkina 19 125 10 225 87 11099346 4393690 -15262014
Faso
Mali 19 209 18 389 4 7 766 902 7 086 355 -9.6036295
Niger 3158 745 324 1443 043 181513 -69500772
Total 43 441 30 997 40 20941035 12186316 -71.840573

TABLE Xlll: BREAKDOWN OF CATTLE IMPORTS, PER COUNTRY

Exporers Benin Burkina Mali Niger Total
Faso
Volumes 1638 10 225 10717 745 23325
Values 524758 4393690 7086 355 181 513 12 186 316
320 430 661 244 522
Importers Nigeria 100% RCI 7.6% Burkina Nigeria BF 0.01%, RCI 27%,
Ghana 69.2% 0.01%, RCI  100% Ghana 23%, Guia
Nigeria 41.7% 9%; Nigeria 13%,
14.8% Togo Guirea Snegal 26%; Togo 3%
8.4% 152%

11.2.2. T Export of sheep

Senegal 43%

Unlike cattle, sheep exports increased by 45%, driven by a 60% increase in Malian exports and19%
in those of Burkina Faso and a 4% decrease in average price. Indeed, prices fell by 36% in Mali,
allowing buyers to buy up to 73 833 sheep, outperforming Burkina Faso which was the first supplier
Despite a significant increase in the average price in Burkina
Faso, the number of sheep traded grew by 19%; which could be explained by offsetting the decline
in cattle exports. As for Niger, there was virtually no export of sheep in February 2017.

in January 2017 (See Table XX).

TABLE X IV: NUMBER OF HEADS AND VALUES OF EXPORTSHEEP, PER COUNTRY

Nb of Nb of Variance Value Jan 17  Value Variance
Heads  HeadsFeb (%) February (%)
Jan 2017 2017 2017
Burkina 32812 40 381 19 3805 216 6 315 559 40
Faso
Mali 29 750 73 833 60 3381 829 6177 125 45
Niger 764 - 44 019
Total 63 326 114 214 45 7231064 12492684 42

Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa

Page 11

i February 2017



Céte d’ivoire remained the main importer of sheep from Burkina Faso (91%) and Mali (58%); i.e.,
76.4% of the total number of sheep. It is followed by Senegal, 30% of Malian transactions and
13.6% of the total . The flow to Ghana is very marginal whereas Nigeria did not import any sheep at
all in February 2017.

TABLE XV: BREAKDOWN OF SHEEP IMPORTS, PER COUNTRY

Exporers Burkina Faso Mali Total

Nb of heads 40 381 33452 73 833

Values 6 315559 6 177 125 12 492 684

Average price 156 185 169

%)

Importers RCI 91%; Ghana RCI 5% Guina BF 0.12%, RCI 76.4%, Ghana 0.069

0.11%, Togo 89%  11.5% Sengal Guirea 52%, 8negal 13.6% Togo®@!.

30% Togo 8.5%,
BF 03%

[11.2.37 Export of goats

The trade flow of goats increased by 20% compared to January 2017 following the successive
increases in Burkinabé (29%) and Malian exports (28%). On the other hand, Niger's exports
declined in both volume 147% and value 9%, or $ 41 in February 2017 against $ 45 in January
2017.

Exported goats values were $ 418 885, or 18% increase compared to January 2017. This trend is
observed with the increase in the number of goats traded. The regional average price declined by
2% between January and February 2017, but remains stable.

TABLE X VI: NUMBER OF HEADS AND VALUES OF EXPORT SHEEP, PER COUNTRY

Nb of Nb of Variance  Value Jan 17 Value Variance
Heads Heads (%) February (%)
Jan 2017 February 2017
2017

Burkina 4581 6 462 29 226 719 308 753 27
Faso
Mali 1355 1874 28 67 990 92 819 27
Niger 1044 422 - 147 46 841 17312 - 171
Total 6 980 8 758 20 341 550 418 885 18

The breakdown of imports of goats per country places Togo at the top with 45% of the total,
followed by Benin (26%), Guinea (18%) and Cbte d’lvoire (11%).

Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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Exporers Burkina Faso Mali Niger Total

Nb of Heads 6 462 1874 422 8 758
Values 308 753 92 819 17 312 418 885
Average price 48 50 41 48
$)
Importers Benin 25% BF 33% RCI  Benin 100%  Benin 26% RCI 11%
RCI 17% Togc 12.27% Togo 45% BF 1%
58 Guinea Guirea 18%
8441%

Conclusion on Livestock

The number of livestock sold in February 2017 grew by 26% as a result of an increase in
transactions for small ruminants, 45% for sheep and 20% for goats respectively, against a 40%
decline for cattle. This decline resulted in a decline in cattle value by 72% compared to their
previous month level and an overall 14 % decline in the value of livestock traded. It should be noted
that the measures taken by the various Governments of exporting countries undermined trade in
donkeys for which there were no outflows recorded in the month of February 2017. In addition, it
was noted that trade flows to Nigeria and Ghana fell sharply due to faling NAIRA and CEDI
exchange rates.

Number of Heads Livestockvalues
January-17 Februaryl7 Januaryl?7 Februaryl7
Cattle 43 441 30 997 20941 035 12 186 316
Goat 6 980 8 758 341 550 418 885
Sheep 63 326 114 214 7 231 064 12 492 684
Total 113 747 153 969 28 513 649 25 097 885
Cross -border trade flows of agricutural and livestock/meat products in West Africa i February 2017
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IV. General conclusion

The volume of trade recorded during the month of February 2017 on the main corridors monitored
by the Regional Programme for Market Access remained stable for the traditional products, but rose
sharply as far as the products newly monitored are concerned, namely tomatoes and colanut. This
resulted in 24% overall increase in the volume and value of trade in these products. Unlike the
volume, the value of the traditionally monitored agricultural products decreased by 6%; but it is offset
by the increase in the value of the new products (tomato, colanut).

Meanwhile, livestock numbers increased by 26%, but their value fell by 14% as a resut of the
decline in the flow of large ruminants. Overall, the trade volume fell by 2% due to the decline in the
value of livestock, which accounted for more than 66% of the volume of trade in February 2017.

Product groups January-17 February Deviation
2017 from Jan
2017
Volume a number Cereals and 26 979 27 336 1
CowpedT)
New 3671 12 011 69
Products (T)
Livestock 115 822 153 969 25
(Nbr of
heady
Value($) Cerealsand 7582 277 7 139086 - 6
Cowpea
New 2364247 5 646 288 58
Produds
Livestock 28 680940 25097 885 - 14
Total 38 627464 37 883259 - 2

Overall, the market of agro-pastoral products shows a fairly good economic situation in this year’s
pre-harvest hungry period. However, it suffers from the depreciation of Nigerian and Ghanaian
currencies, which particularly affects the livestock transactions. This situation is particularly

troublesome given the weight of these two countries in intra-regional trade, over 70% of
transactions, all products combined.
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